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Big plans, big problems await Biden 


The new president will take the oath in a city under military guard, in a nation ravaged by pandemic. 


BY BILL BARROW 
AND AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President-elect Joe Biden 
made a sober entrance to the nation’s capital Tues- 
day, ready to assume power as America reels from 
the coronavirus pandemic, soaring unemployment 
and grave concerns about more violence as he pre- 
pares to take the oath of office. 

Biden, an avid fan of Amtrak, had planned to 
take a train into Washington ahead of Inaugura- 
tion Day, but scratched that plan in the aftermath 
of the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. 

He instead flew into a military airbase just out- 
side the capital on Tuesday afternoon and then 


motorcaded into fortress D.C. — a city that’s been 
flooded by some 25,000 National Guard troops 
guarding a Capitol, White House and National 
Mall that are wrapped in a maze of barricades and 
tall fencing. 

Aides say Biden will use today’s inaugural 
address — one that will be delivered in front 
of an unusually small in-person group because 
of virus protocols and security concerns and is 
expected to run 20 to 30 minutes — to call for 
American unity and offer an optimistic message 
that Americans can get past the dark moment by 
working together. 

To that end, Biden extended invitations to Con- 
gress’ top four Republican and Democratic leaders 


to attend Mass with him at St. Matthew’s Cathedral 
ahead of the inauguration ceremony. 

Shortly before Biden departed for Washing- 
ton, the U.S. reached another grim milestone in 
the pandemic, surpassing 400,000 deaths from 
the virus, according to Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity. 

Biden had predicted that he would take office 
amid a “dark winter,’ and the outlook is only get- 
ting bleaker. 

No matter his first acts in the White House, 
the raging coronavirus pandemic could take 
another 100,000 American lives in his first 
month as president. 

See BIDEN, 12A 


New ceremony, policies 


Watching together, socially distanced: Few Ameri- 
cans will be able to see the inauguration of President- 
elect Joe Biden in person, but you can watch on TV and 
online. The national anthem, sung by Lady Gaga, and 
invocation are at 11:15 a.m. Here’s how to watch remotely 
with friends and family. 12A 

“Just get us more vaccine”: Gov. Ron DeSantis criti- 
cizes President-elect Biden's plan to enlist the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency to create vaccine clin- 
ics across the country as a “big mistake.” 12A 

Citizen Trump goes home: President Donald Trump will 
leave the White House for the final time today, boarding 
Air Force One as he heads for Mar-a-Lago. His support- 
ers are ready to line the road to welcome him home. 14A 


Thousands mourn deputy 


A 


MARTHA ASENCIO RHINE | Times 


A flag folding ceremony is part of funeral services for Sgt. Brian LaVigne of the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office, who was killed by a fleeing 
suspect while on duty at the end of a 30-year career. The ceremony was held Tuesday at Idlewild Baptist Church in Lutz. 


Set. Brian Le Vigne, promoted posthumously, was killed a day before retiring. 


BY ANASTASIA DAWSON 
Times Staff Writer 

The governor was there and so was the attorney 
general, the mayor of Tampa and Hillsborough 
County’s sheriff. 

By 7 a.m. on Tuesday, law enforcement officers, 
reporters and local officials were donning face 
masks, getting their temperatures checked and 
packing the pews of Idlewild Baptist Church. The 
crowd would swell to about 3,000 in a cavernous 
sanctuary that holds 5,000. 

An honor guard presided over the funeral and 
the fallen officer’s widow received a proclamation 
from the County Commission in honor of her hus- 
band’s more than 30 years of service. 

In his remarks, Sheriff Chad Chronister 
announced that Master Cpl. Brian LaVigne — 
killed, investigators said, when a fleeing suspect 
deliberately rammed his patrol car — has been 
posthumously promoted to the rank of sergeant. 

Outside, hundreds more prepared to honor 
LaVigne’s sacrifice with solemn ceremony — a 


“Brian and I joked that he had 
to sit still and not do anything in 
the last days before his retirement. 
He assured me he wouldn't 
do anything. That was a lie. 

He couldn't in a million years 
‘not do anything.” 

Cathy LaVigne 
presentation of colors to his family, the traditional 
riderless horse and “final call” from a nearby 
squad car,’ a 21-gun salute, a motorcycle motor- 
cade, a small army of kilted bagpipers and a spec- 

tacular helicopter flyover. 
Law enforcement officers came from across 


the state and as far as New Jersey and California, 
forming over a period of 23 minutes for a 23-mile 


procession to the sheriff’s District 5 office near 
the Falkenburg Road Jail. That’s where LaVigne 
reported for duty each day. 

“Brian would have thought it was all too much, 
that it was too much of a fuss,” his wife Cathy said. 
“We spoiled him rotten, and he was so, so happy.” 

If the shoe was on the other foot, she said, if 
it were Brian who had to stand at the pulpit to 
deliver a tear-filled eulogy Tuesday morning, it 
likely would have sounded just like the one she 
has been practicing since Jan. 11 — the day before 
her husband was due to retire and the night he 
was killed on the job. 

“Brian and I joked that he had to sit still and 
not do anything in the last days before his retire- 
ment,” Cathy LaVigne told the crowd. “He assured 
me he wouldn’t do anything. That was a lie. He 
couldn’t in a million years ‘not do anything?” 

Still, she said, she knew what she signed up for. 
So did his children. The rules are different when 
your spouse was born to “serve and protect.” 

See LaVIGNE, 15A 


Probe urged 
into Pasco 
school data 
sharing 


AUS. lawmaker says giving 
information to the Sheriff’s 
Office violates student rights. 


BY KATHLEEN MCGRORY, NEIL BEDI 
AND ROMY ELLENBOGEN 
Times Staff Writers 


Denouncing the program as promoting 
“racial bias” and further feeding the “school-to- 
prison pipeline,” a U.S. congressman Tuesday 
called for a federal investigation into the Pasco 
school district’s practice of sharing student data 
with law enforcement. 

“This use of student records goes against 
the letter and the spirit of (the federal stu- 
dent privacy law) and risks subjecting stu- 
dents, especially Black and Latino students, 
to excessive law enforcement interactions 
and stigmatization,’ said U.S. Rep. Robert C. 
Scott, a Virginia Democrat and the chairman 
of the House Committee on Education and 
Labor, in a letter to the acting federal educa- 
tion secretary. 

“Further, instead of helping at risk students, 
pre-criminal categorization merely makes more 
concrete the schools-to-prison pipeline that is a 
result of institutional bias,” he added. 

Scott’s scathing three-page letter heavily ref- 
erenced an investigative series in the Tampa 
Bay Times that found the district had shared 
data on grades, attendance and student disci- 
pline with the Pasco Sheriff’s Office. 

See INVESTIGATION, 19A 


FLORIDA LEADS COUNTRY IN 
CASES OF VIRUS ‘VARIANT’ 


The so-called “U.K. variant” of the coronavirus 
has infected 46 people in the state, according to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Last week there were 22 known cases. Local, 3A 


Once again, everyone: If a deal 
is too good to be true... 

This time the scam takes the form of text mes- 
sages on your phone offering free Netflix for a 
year. All you have to do is provide a little informa- 
tion. The Better Business Bureau says be leery. 
Business, 6A 


You want hope for the Bucs 
against the Packers? Here it is 


In fact, despite what some pundits are saying, 
columnist John Romano can give you10 reasons 
why the Bucs will win Sunday. Sports, 1C 


Trump commutes sentence in Clearwater fraud =": 


A federal judge in 2016 sen- 


Fred Davis Clark had ter and 16 other sites. 
been ordered to spend tenced Fred Davis Clark Jr. to 
40 years 1n prison. 40 years in prison for his role 


BY TRACEY MCMANUS 
Times Staff Writer 

Before an expected last round 
of pardons from the White 
House, President Donald Trump 
issued a single commutation 
last week to the mastermind of 
a $300 million vacation rental 
fraud that operated in Clearwa- 


as CEO in Cay Clubs Resorts 
and Marinas, which promised 
to turn dilapidated properties 
in Florida, Las Vegas and the 
Caribbean into luxury resorts. 
Beginning in 2004, Clark raised 
more than $300 million from 
1,400 investors who were prom- 
ised steady rental income and 
an upfront leaseback payment 


BREITLING 


of 20 percent of the sales price 
of the units. 

The operation was really a 
Ponzi scheme that used sales 
proceeds from new investors to 
pay overdue obligations to ear- 
lier participants, according to 
the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Investors lost retirements and 
life savings. Prosecutors proved 
Clark, 62, used funds from his 
scheme to pay for a lavish life- 
style, including extracting $22 
million, and buying a gold mine 


and arum distillery for his per- 
sonal benefit. 

“Tm more disappointed for the 
investor victims and the dedi- 
cated public servants across the 
Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission and Department of Jus- 
tice who put their hearts and 
souls into this prosecution and 
had the rug pulled out from 
under them,” said Bruce Barnes, 
a Safety Harbor attorney who 
filed a lawsuit in 2016 on behalf 
of the homeowners association 
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of the Grand Venezia off U.S. 19 
and Belleair Road, which is still 
levied assessments to pay off 
Clark’s debt. 

Trump issued the commuta- 
tion on Jan. 13, the first one of 
the year, which said: “The ends 
of justice do not require (Clark) 
to remain confined until his cur- 
rently projected release date of 
August 14, 2048 and the safety of 
the community will not be com- 
promised if he is released.” 

See CLARK, 10A 
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